
 
 

 
Dear Orange Lutheran Students,  
 
I welcome you to a new week, and for many of you, a new environment that we will start to                    
settle into together soon. Today marks a day that has been on our school schedule since the                 
beginning of the year, a Mental Health & Well-being day for students. As a community, we                
certainly did not plan for this day to take on the context that it now has during these times.                   
However, I think that it is an appropriate opportunity to talk about just that, where we are at with                   
our mental health in this new season and to talk about where we turn as a community. Last                  
week, together, we assessed and reassessed the latest information and guidance, which            
changed as rapidly as decisions could be made, but we want you to know that everyone at                 
Orange Lutheran did their utmost to act in the best interest of our entire community, for which I                  
am extremely grateful.  
 
Without a doubt, our community has a lot of questions, some reasonable fear, and still some                
unknowns for the future. We also acknowledge that we now are also developing a new               
perspective that is clearly in its infancy. Here at Orange Lutheran, our perspective remains              
steadfast in the hope eternal that is found in Jesus Christ, as we turn to Christ alone. He is in                    
control, and our hope and peace is found in Him. Through prayer, to be in His word, to be in                    
community in Christ, we dive into a new world of connecting in new and remote ways, but it will                   
always exist through Christ alone. It is found in our theme first for this 2019-2020 academic year                 
in 1 Corinthians 2:2, For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him                 
crucified. It exists as our foundation, whether on campus or now in our new remote               
environments, for our “L” does not exist without the cross. 
 
I join so many of you in this new reality in sharing your sadness for the missed opportunities and                   
future events that are such a special part of spring on our campus. I pray for you, dear Senior                   
class, as we acknowledge that a special part of your Senior year on campus has been removed.                 
Our heart aches for every one of our students, whose events, performances, competitions, and              
trips have been canceled or postponed. We know how much these mean to you and that they                 
may not be able to be replaced. As your principal, I too will miss seeing all of you shine on                    
campus during this time, but I am confident that you will redefine this new reality, that you are                  
resilient, and confident that you have so many who are ready to walk alongside you during this                 
time.  
 
Beyond the heartbreak in not being able to experience life on campus for the time being, I want                  
you to know how proud I have been of our Lancer community this past week. This past Friday,                  



 

the faculty and staff gathered to prepare, and all across campus, people have taken initiative,               
learned to do things in new ways, worked longer hours, remained focused on what is most                
important, and done it all without complaint. I am truly humbled by their faithful service during                
this unexpected reality.  
 
In these efforts to prepare, I want to share something with you that I thought was really special                  
that came out of last week. While the word of the day on Thursday was sadly “canceled” or                  
“postponed”, the word or phrase of the day on campus on Friday was “our students” and “you”.                 
Throughout the day, and in conversation after conversation, I heard teachers and staff sharing              
their hearts for you, praying for you, contributing with one another about how they can continue                
to faithfully serve your needs, serve as a light to you, and to allow you to stay engaged as a                    
special community. Truly, your teachers and leaders here at OLu share a special and              
compassionate joy and hope for you because of their hope and identity in Christ.  
 
In closing, I would like to prayerfully ask that you consider how we as a community, together,                 
can continue to shine the light of Christ and serve others with this same hope during these                 
times. Consider how you can demonstrate empathy for others who might be impacted in more               
challenging ways than some of us might be currently. Consider how you can reach out and                
serve others through appropriate means that show Christ’s love, that provide support, and in              
ways that point others to the hope that we have in our risen Savior, Jesus Christ.  
 
On behalf of all who have been called to OLu to serve the needs of you, our students, as well as                     
your families that join us in this partnership, please join us in praying for one another, for our                  
community and our world. As is reflected in the spirit of John 14:27, Christ is with us, He loves                   
us, and provides us calmness, hope and peace in the midst of uncertainty, anxiety and fear.                
Together, may we shine His light to all to inspire hope, comfort, and peace during this time. As                  
we sing in our alma mater, and no matter where this finds you, may Orange Lutheran continue                 
to exist as a refuge to all along the way. We Are OLu!  
 
 
For His Glory,  
 
Mr. Eklund 
Principal 
Orange Lutheran High School  
 
 

 


