
Name:_________________________

WELCOME TO AP STUDIO ART! I’m very glad you have chosen to join this 
class. Next year, you will be building a portfolio of creative works that 
demonstrates your unique skills, experience, and artistic voice.  To begin this 
fabulous, challenging journey, I’d like you to get a head start over the summer.  
You are already an Artist - so act like it! This summer, be creative. 
Consistently develop your artistic practice by collecting inspirations and 
making things throughout the summer. Up to this point, you have been largely 
guided by teachers telling you how to make your Art, but now, you will learn to 
make your work by making your work! Don’t let fear or uncertainty or 
procrastination or anything else get in the way of making things - little things, 
quick things, stupid things, ugly things, maybe - but your things. After all, 
someone has to do your work, and you’re the closest person around! 

DUE MONDAY, AUGUST 21st AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS, 100 Points Possible 
(Earn 10 pts extra credit by bringing your finished Sketchbook & Project on the 1st day of class.) 

#1. READ THE AP GUIDE TO STUDIO ART. 
Carefully read the requirements for the AP Portfolio on the 
handout attached. Submitting a complete AP Portfolio is 
required for AP credit and is a significant portion of your grade 
in this class. You are not “locked in” to Drawing, 2D Design or 
3D Design, but understanding the focus of the portfolio can 
help you to plan and execute artworks. You need at least 12 
strong artworks by the beginning of the class in August. Please 
email or speak to me if you have any questions or think you 
may need to take classes/workshops over the summer to 
improve your portfolio.  

#2. KEEP A “SKETCHBOOK.” 50 points 
Throughout the summer, collect things that inspire you – 
images, quotes, scraps, drawings/sketches, objects, journal 
entries, paintings, etc. Choose ONE of the approaches below 
to capture and compose your ideas and experiences. Check 
out the Pinterest boards for examples. 

10 SPREADS IN SKETCHBOOK – http://bit.ly/1TyTcTb   
Get or create a new Sketchbook that is at least 8x5 inches. 
(Moleskin sketchbooks are very popular among Artists.) Create 
at least 10 Spreads (1 spread = composition across 2 open 
pages) in your Sketchbook. Draw things from observation. 
(Yes, Sculptors & Photographers! You too!) Brainstorm & 
sketch possible project ideas. Collect images of things that 
inspire you. Document things you do and experience. Keep the 
Drawing &/or Drawing Concerns in mind while creating your 
compositions.   
(Sculptors may choose to create 5 small maquettes and 5 
spreads.) 

… OR 
20 ARTIST TRADING CARDS – http://bit.ly/1WOR6ED 
Create 20 small compositions measuring 2.5x3.5 inches. You 
may use any style or take any approach to your cards including 
drawing/painting, photography, graphic design, mixed media, 
or 3D sculpture! A theme may help unify and structure your 
cards, but you may also evolve/change your ideas as you go 
too.

AP Studio Art Summer Assignments

#3. MAKE ART! 50 points 
Complete ONE of the projects below. You may use any medium 
including drawing/painting, collage, printmaking, graphic design, 
photography, or sculpture. Check out the Pinterest boards for 
examples and ideas. Document your process (i.e. brainstorming, 
sketches, research, etc.) in your sketchbook.  

OBSCURED PORTRAIT – http://bit.ly/1TDtsar 
Who are you? When do you choose to hide parts of your 
personality?  
Create a self-portrait that explores hidden/revealed aspects of 
identity.  
Obstructions: (Follow/bend/stretch these as an impetus for your 
creativity!) 

- Self-portrait (recognizably YOU) 
- Obscure at least one facial feature 
- Utilize at least 2 media 
- At least 12x16” 
- Incorporate a principle of design 
- Kuddos if you include a hand or other body part 

… OR 
BIKE PROJECT - http://bit.ly/1TyQ6Pd 
Every year, RISD (Rhode Island School of Design) requires 
students to create a “bike drawing” as part of their application for 
admission. You may choose the classic RISD prompt or create 
your own “spin” on it. 

Original RISD Bike Drawing Prompt: “Each drawing must be done 
using graphite pencil on a sheet of white paper measuring 16 x 20”; other 
drawing materials should not be used. The drawing must represent a 
bicycle. You may approach this drawing in any way you wish. For 
example, your drawings may be realistic or abstract; you may choose to 
draw the object alone or place it in a situation; you may draw the whole 
object or only a portion of it, etc.” 
Obstructions for Alternate Works: (Use as an impetus for your creativity!) 

- 16 x 20” 
- must represent a bicycle  
- must incorporate color and/or actual texture 

MORE OPTIONS ——————————> READ ON! 



Name:_________________________

DUE MONDAY, AUGUST 21st AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS, 100 Points Possible 
(Earn 10 pts extra credit by bringing your finished Sketchbook & Project on the 1st day of class.) 

#3. MAKE ART! (CONTINUED) 
…OR 
CHOICE PROJECT 
If the projects above don’t inspire you, you may create your own 
prompt. You must create 5 obstructions for yourself and stick to 
them through the entire project. Document your obstructions and 
process in your sketchbook. 
Write your own Obstructions:(Use as an impetus for your 
creativity!) 

- Size: ____________ 
-  Medium: _______________ 
- Subject / Theme: _______________  
-  Design or Drawing Concern: ______________ 

(See the AP Portfolio requirements.) 
- Wildcard: _______________ (Challenge yourself 

to take a risk or do something you don’t normally 
do.) 

TIPS & TRICKS: 
#1. DON’T PROCRASTINATE: Your Sketchbook & Project 
should demonstrate consistent practice, investment of effort over 
time, and depth & progression of thought & skill. You (probably) 
can’t do this in one night. 
#2. GATHER MATERIALS: Art doesn’t often happen in a 
vacuum, so get in the habit of collecting things.  
#3. MAKE SPACE FOR YOUR ART: Artists have studios 
(beyond the kitchen table or bedroom floor) for a reason - they 
need space to be creative. If you don’t have the physical space 
(i.e. a corner, a wall, a table), consider using a box where you can 
keep all your inspirations & supplies. If you are traveling, make 
“space” in your schedule for working in your sketchbook - even 10 
minutes a day will add up! 
#4. BRING EVERYTHING UP AT ONCE: Work on the whole piece 
or even on the entire collection at the same time. Don’t get stuck or 
focus on getting one small part (or one work) perfect; instead, do a 
little bit on the whole thing every time you work. 
#5. VISIT A MUSEUM OR GALLERY: Art is a visual 
conversation. “Listen in” by taking in the work of professional 
artists. Talk to the gallerists or docents about the work. Ask 
questions like how they choose the work or determine 
prices, etc. 
#6. TAKE A CLASS OR WORKSHOP: Learning a new 
technique from a master artist is one of the most inspiring things 
you can do as an artist. You may use the work you create in a 
class or workshop in your portfolio (as long as it is not a direct 
copy of a photograph or another artist’s work). You should 
especially consider classes or workshops if you do not already 
have 12 strong artworks in your portfolio. 
#7. WHEN IN DOUBT, IMPROVISE!  
NOTE FOR SCULPTORS: 
You can bring a 3-dimensional perspective to all these 
assignments - from creating tiny sculptures that could fit on 2.5x3.5 
cards to larger bike-inspired sculpture. You will need supplies! I 
recommend Sculpy or air-dry clay, wire, common objects (i.e. stir 
sticks, toothpicks, paper, etc.) or “junk” from thrift shops, yard 
sales, or your uncle’s garage.

WHERE TO BUY ART SUPPLIES: 
ART SUPPLY WAREHOUSE - 6672 Westminster Blvd., 92683 
artsupplywarehouse.com 

RECOMMENDED STUDIOS, CLASSES, & WORKSHOPS: 
CATALYST - http://www.artsupplywarehouse.com/catalyst.php 
- Nude or Costumed Life Drawing Sessions 
- The Art of Character Design 
- The Art of Sketching 
- Introduction to Copic 
ART STEPS - artstepsclasses.com/seasonal-workshops-
summer 
- Perspective 
- Figure Drawing & Portraiture 
(Tell them Dawn Hamby sent you!) 
LACMA - http://www.lacma.org/kids-families/teens 
- Experimental Art 
- Sketchbook 
- Street Photography 
- Drawing like a Scientist 
- “En Plein Air” Watercolors 
SAWDUST FESTIVAL - http://bit.ly/1OYbIaX 
- Water Casting (Jewelry Making) 
- Coloring w/ Fire: An Intro to Enameling on Metal 
- Oil Painting 
- Screenprinting 
ORANGE COAST COLLEGE - http://bit.ly/1ViTfXX 
- Art110 - Color & Design: 2-D 
- Art120 - Beginning Drawing 
- Art150 - Ceramics 1 
SANTIAGO CANYON / SANTA ANA COLLEGES - http://bit.ly/
1eNUxnT 
- Art100 - Introduction to Art Concepts 
- Art130 - Introduction to Drawing 
LOCAL MUSEUMS & GALLERIES TO VISIT FOR 
INSPIRATION: 
- OCMA (ORANGE COUNTY MUSEUM OF ART) - ocma.net  
- LAGUNA MUSEUM OF ART - lagunaartmuseum.org/ 
- BOWERS MUSEUM, SANTA ANA - bowers.org 
- MUZEO, ANAHEIM - muzeo.org 
- LAGUNA ARTWALK (First Thurs.) -

firstthursdaysartwalk.com/  
- FULLERTON ARTWALK (First Fridays) - 

fullertonartwalk.com/ 
- SANTA ANA ARTWALK (First Saturdays) - downtown-

santaana.com/artwalk/ 
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